
26 Advertiser, F r i d a y, October 19, 2012 CCR-EO1-S2 w w w. t h i s i s c ro y d o n t o d a y .co.uk

N i n t e n d o puts an end to
criminal’s Success story

Jude wins West
End stage role
C ROY D O N : Whitgift schoolboy
Jude Willoughby, 11, has seen off
fierce competition to land a part
in the award-winning West End
show Billy Elliot.

The Year 7 pupil, who juggles
school and two or three West
End performances a week, was
selected from around 100 boys
and debuted as a friend of the
lead character after only one and
a half week’s rehearsal time.

With music by Elton John, the
show at the Victoria Palace
theatre regularly receives rave
rev i ew s.

When asked about the
highlights of being in the show,
Jude said: “The relaxed, and
often silly, atmosphere
backstage, as well as having to
think on my feet when the show
d o e s n’t run smoothly.”

Vegetable feast
C ROY D O N : A vegetarian
awareness group is planning its
annual Christmas lunch.

Young Indian Vegetarians,
based in West Croydon, held its
first festive lunch in 1981.

More than 30 years later, the
event – based at Archbishop
Lanfranc School – is still going
s t ro n g .

This year’s lunch will be held
at the school in Mitcham Road,
from 12.30pm on December 9.

For more information call
founder Nitin Mehta on 020 8686
6931 or e-mail animalahimsa@
gmail.com

Christmas fair
S H I R L E Y: A Christmas Fair is
being organised at Shirley
Parish Hall.

The event at the hall, in
Wickham Road, will be held on
Saturday, November 10, with
Father Christmas visiting at
noon.

Computer game crook faces prison after fraud trial
By David Churchill
d a v i d . c h u rc h i l l @ c ro y d o n a d v e r t i s e r. c o . u k

AN ONLINE criminal with the
middle name Success is facing jail
after video game giant Nintendo
discovered he was cheating the
company out of thousands of
p o u n d s.

Justin Success Brooks, from
Purley, pleaded guilty to seven
fraud charges after selling hun-
dreds of illegal and unlicensed
copies of world-famous gaming
titles from numerous websites.

Brooks, 40, was selling illegal
copies of Call Of Duty and Grand
Theft Auto, but was found out by
Nintendo after its suspicions
were aroused in 2009 by one of his
we b s i t e s.

The company teamed up with
The Association for UK Interact-
ive Entertainment (UKIE) to buy

some of the unlicensed cartridges
being marketed for the Nintendo
Wii, DS and DSi consoles.

Two properties, one of them
B ro o k s ’ home in Foxley Lane,
were then raided in January last
year by Croydon Council’s trad-
ing standards unit and the Met
Police, which ended in the fraud-
ster pleading guilty at Croydon
Crown Court on Friday.

Charg es
The charges included supply-

ing an article to use in fraud,
fraudulent trading and unauthor-
ised use of a trademark.

At an earlier court hearing in
July, Sara Williams, prosecuting,
said: “They were commonly
recognised games which were
sold, like Call Of Duty, and some of
the games sold represented games
people had seen in the shops and

presumed were genuine copies.
“This is a substantial fraud

over a substantial period of time.
Mr Brooks realised what he was
doing was an offence.”

Brooks sold the unlicensed cop-
ies on multi-game cartridges, con-
taining anywhere between 30 and
200 games on every card. Cus-
tomers came from outside the UK
to buy online, with some trans-
actions registered in US dollars.

Companies House records for
eGadgets Direct Limited – a com-
pany Brooks traded under – s h ow
the sole director of the company
changed his registered name from
Justin Brooks, to Justin Success
Brooks, in March 2010.

The company, which was
registered in Croydon at Madison
House, High Street, was set up in
February 2009 but dissolved in
September last year – cor respond-

ing to the timeframe in which the
offences occurred.

A council spokesman said: “On
January 31, 2011, warrants of
entry were executed by Croydon
Council’s trading standards team,
supported by the Met Police and a
UKIE representative, on two
premises in the Croydon area.

Seiz ed
“A significant number of com-

puters and associated items
including stocks of infringing
material were seized from a large
rented house.”

However, Brooks was not at the
properties raided by the author-
ities, which sparked a manhunt in
which he was traced to an address
in Hampshire.

He was arrested by Hampshire
Police, who seized more mul-
tigame cartridges and computer

equipment and handed the case
over to Croydon trading stand-
a rd s.

Brooks was granted uncondi-
tional bail for the offences
between 2009 and 2011 by Judge
Shani Barnes, who will sentence
him on November 9.

GAME OVER: Justin Success
B ro o k s

TRINITY School pupils have
described their pride at being
given the chance to play some of
the world’s finest violins.

The instruments, made by
Antonio Stradivari and
Giuseppe Guarneri (Del Gesù),
are considered to be among the
best ever made.

They were brought to the
school by Professor Eduard
Wu l f s o n , president of Strad
Europe, for a lunch-time lecture
and recital earlier this month.

Year 11 pupil Andrew
Samarasekara was delighted to
be given the chance to play on
the violins.

He said: “I cannot describe in
words the excitement of being
able to perform to an audience
with the most respected and
cherished instruments of all
t i m e.

“You can play any note or
give any colour you want with
these violins; you can do
a ny t h i n g .

“I am very grateful to be
given this unique opportunity.”

Cristian Persinaru, head of
strings at Trinity, said: “T his
was a special experience for our
p u p i l s.

“The majority of them would
have had the chance to hear a
famous musician performing on
one of these violins, but to hold
one, to play one and to learn
about these unique
instruments, is something they
will always remember.”IN AWE: Pupils look on as Professor Wulfson speaks about the violins

Trinity students’ musical treasures

Coloma’s clowns raise cash for kids’ charity

THEY may have dressed up
like clowns, but raising money
for charity is something pupils
at Coloma Convent Girls’
School take very seriously.

The school, in Upper Shirley

Road, Shirley, has chosen to
support the Plan UK “Because
I am a Girl” campaign this
academic year.

Plan is a global children’s
charity which works with

children in the world’s poorest
countries to help them build a
better future.

Last week, led by Chiugo Ike
and Anoushka Desai, the 100-
strong Year 13 charities

committee organised daily
cake sales and tuck shops, as
well as lunchtime shows.

The finale last Friday was a
talent show and circus led by
the committee.

FOR A GOOD CAUSE: The
Coloma charities committee
at the end of the show
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